
 
Meeting Summary for Neighborhood Traffic Safety Evaluation – St. Pauls Avenue 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 – 7pm to 9pm 

Location: Franklin L. Williams Middle School Number 7 – 222 Laidlaw Avenue, Jersey City, NJ 07306 

 

A community meeting was held at Middle School Number 7 to review the results from pilot projects and 

community surveys related to the concerns raised by residents about traffic safety on St. Pauls Avenue 

between Tonnele Avenue and JFK Boulevard caused by pass-through traffic. Recommendations were 

provided by the Department of Infrastructure for improvements on St. Pauls Avenue and the 

surrounding streets. The following notes summarize the feedback from the public at the meeting. 

Feedback in favor of the proposed recommendations: 

 Appreciate the efforts the City has taken to propose solutions 

 Support action that prioritizes safety over inconvenience to drivers 

 Have observed neighbors get injured by drivers when trying to cross the road; verbal assaults 

when trying to cross – even at stop sign controlled intersections 

 Impatient drivers routinely drive around someone yielding to pedestrians in crosswalk 

 Supportive of all of the pedestrian improvements (medians, curb extensions) without the one-

way component 

 Driver residing on St. Pauls Avenue reported it only added 5 minutes, sometimes quicker than 

pre-pilot 

 Parents of small children shared that they felt safer crossing with their children 

 There were opposing views but there was consensus for safer bike/pedestrian infrastructure for 

children getting to school 

 5-minute drive is a 15-minute walk, suggest that more people in the neighborhood could walk 

instead of drive 

 Desire to start somewhere to create a safe environment – believe that making these types of 

changes could help more people feel safer walking or biking, which would reduce the need for 

as many car trips 

 Desire for 12-year-old daughter to be able to bike safely between this neighborhood and 

downtown to school rather than having to drive her 

 Desire to bike between this neighborhood and Dickinson High School, promote biking for health. 

 Observe that most people in this area ride on sidewalk due to feeling unsafe 

 Less people driving that don’t absolutely need to drive (or reducing cut through traffic) will make 

it more efficient for people who do need to use their cars or for local traffic 

 Ok with tradeoff that inconveniences people driving into the City from out of town 

 Like idea and concept of a neighborhood greenway designation 

Feedback against the proposed recommendations: 

 Problem is drivers who are aggressive and acting illegally; enforcement should target them 

rather than impacting all drivers 



 

 Concerns about dangerous driving behaviors and the potential for an increase in frustrated 

drivers with the proposed changes 

 General call for enforcement presence, especially in peak periods (do not block the box, yield to 

peds, etc.) rather than one-way conversion or major changes to traffic patterns 

 Not supportive of any part of St. Pauls Avenue becoming one-way due to added congestion and 

travel time for driving 

 Concern that traffic during the pilot did not decrease, just shifted to other streets 

 Reports of 5-minute drives taking 30 minutes (Skillman to Broadway, St. Elizabeth’s, PS 26) 

 Concern that making routes more circuitous and congested will exacerbate aggressive and 

illegal driving as drivers become more frustrated 

 Concern about emergency access; Fire Chief believes the design may increase response times 

and curb extensions make it harder to turn large vehicles like fire trucks onto narrow streets 

o Chief McGill requested an area within any one-way portion for the Fire Department to be 

able to access and drive the opposite way down the street for emergencies 

 2nd hand comment provided that Mana Contemporary noticed immediate negative impact on 

business 

 Canco Lofts is going to start construction on the building estimated to last several years, call to 

not further add to traffic issues this will cause 

 Don’t believe walking or crossing on St. Pauls Avenue is an issue, or that pedestrians can use 

the signalized intersections at either end if they don’t feel comfortable crossing mid-block 

 Feels the timeline for introducing the one-way ordinance is too aggressive, City should wait to 

get more survey responses  

 Concern over the impacts from the one-way conversion on the ability to access residences on 

Van Winkle Avenue 

Other suggestions and feedback: 

 Survey opportunity was not widely distributed – many in the surrounding neighborhood unaware 

of the survey. Requests to send out another survey 

o Request to unbundle the options (i.e. rank different interventions like refuge islands, curb 

extensions, bike lanes, etc.) separately 

o Consistent request from Canco Lofts area residents 

 Request to remove the left turn lane from St. Pauls Ave onto JFK Blvd 

 Request to narrow the curb-to-curb width on St. Pauls Avenue in order to widen sidewalks and 

add street trees 

 Request to add green infrastructure to curb extensions and refuge islands with native plants – 

Hudson County Native Plant Society can help source plants 

 Request to go further with neighborhood greenway treatments (i.e. chicanes, mini-roundabouts, 

etc.) – feels the changes won’t make it feel much safer to bike than it currently feels 

 Request to pilot two-way bike lane since it hasn’t been piloted yet 

 Request to consider making Bevan Street and St. Pauls Avenue a cul-de-sac to prevent pass-

through traffic to Route 139 and create a pocket park 

 Focus on other improvements not yet implemented from traffic study conducted 3 years ago 



 

 Shorten construction timelines for major impact projects (ex. Sip Avenue), as that also adds 

traffic issues to this neighborhood 

 Request to continue studying traffic in area, use traffic studies submitted by new developments 

 Request to incorporate traffic impact from upcoming developments 

o The traffic from jurors and staff to the new courthouse may come through here 

o New development on the former car dealership on JFK Blvd 

o Proactive planning is needed to address the growth 

 Suggest signage that reminds drivers that cyclists belong in the street 

 Force navigational apps to stop proposing routes through local neighborhoods that save small 

amounts of time 

 Request for the estimated budget for the project 

 Canco Lofts wants to see improvements that also help their area of the neighborhood 

 Could some street directions be changed to better facilitate flows? 

Request for State-level action: 

 Apply more pressure to NJDOT to lessen local impact of highway projects, such as shortening 

construction timeline for Broadway ramp 

o How can the state help in the short-term to mitigate the adverse impacts of the ramp 

closure? 

 Work with NJDOT on some way to prevent trucks from exiting Charlotte Circle 

o Request to look into diverting trucks coming into the City onto Newark Avenue by 

diverting them at Charlotte Circle 

 Assemblyman Mukherji willing to apply pressure to NJDOT, especially before May/June when 

he votes on their budget, says they are most attentive this time of year 

o Assemblyman requested that the City provide him projects/requests during this process 

 Request to work with transit agencies to provide alternative options to driving 

 

  

 

 

  


